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38 CFR Ch. I (7–1–00 Edition)§ 4.26

TABLE I—COMBINED RATINGS TABLE—Continued
[10 combined with 10 is 19]

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

70 ............................................................................ 73 76 79 82 85 88 91 94 97
71 ............................................................................ 74 77 80 83 86 88 91 94 97
72 ............................................................................ 75 78 80 83 86 89 92 94 97
73 ............................................................................ 76 78 81 84 87 89 92 95 97
74 ............................................................................ 77 79 82 84 87 90 92 95 97
75 ............................................................................ 78 80 83 85 88 90 93 95 98
76 ............................................................................ 78 81 83 86 88 90 93 95 98
77 ............................................................................ 79 82 84 86 89 91 93 95 98
78 ............................................................................ 80 82 85 87 89 91 93 96 98
79 ............................................................................ 81 83 85 87 90 92 94 96 98
80 ............................................................................ 82 84 86 88 90 92 94 96 98
81 ............................................................................ 83 85 87 89 91 92 94 96 98
82 ............................................................................ 84 86 87 89 91 93 95 96 98
83 ............................................................................ 85 86 88 90 92 93 95 97 98
84 ............................................................................ 86 87 89 90 92 94 95 97 98
85 ............................................................................ 87 88 90 91 93 94 96 97 99
86 ............................................................................ 87 89 90 92 93 94 96 97 99
87 ............................................................................ 88 90 91 92 94 95 96 97 99
88 ............................................................................ 89 90 92 93 94 95 96 98 99
89 ............................................................................ 90 91 92 93 95 96 87 38 99
90 ............................................................................ 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99
91 ............................................................................ 92 93 94 95 96 96 97 98 99
92 ............................................................................ 93 94 94 95 96 97 98 98 99
93 ............................................................................ 94 94 95 96 97 97 98 99 99
94 ............................................................................ 95 95 96 96 97 98 98 99 99

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1155)

[41 FR 11293, Mar. 18, 1976, as amended at 54
FR 27161, June 28, 1989; 54 FR 36029, Aug. 31,
1989]

§ 4.26 Bilateral factor.

When a partial disability results
from disease or injury of both arms, or
of both legs, or of paired skeletal mus-
cles, the ratings for the disabilities of
the right and left sides will be com-
bined as usual, and 10 percent of this
value will be added (i.e., not combined)
before proceeding with further com-
binations, or converting to degree of
disability. The bilateral factor will be
applied to such bilateral disabilities
before other combinations are carried
out and the rating for such disabilities
including the bilateral factor in this
section will be treated as 1 disability
for the purpose of arranging in order of
severity and for all further combina-
tions. For example, with disabilities
evaluated at 60 percent, 20 percent, 10
percent and 10 percent (the two 10’s
representing bilateral disabilities), the
order of severity would be 60, 21 and 20.
The 60 and 21 combine to 68 percent and
the 68 and 20 to 74 percent, converted to

70 percent as the final degree of dis-
ability.

(a) The use of the terms ‘‘arms’’ and
‘‘legs’’ is not intended to distinguish
between the arm, forearm and hand, or
the thigh, leg, and foot, but relates to
the upper extremities and lower ex-
tremities as a whole. Thus with a com-
pensable disability of the right thigh,
for example, amputation, and one of
the left foot, for example, pes planus,
the bilateral factor applies, and simi-
larly whenever there are compensable
disabilities affecting use of paired ex-
tremities regardless of location or
specified type of impairment.

(b) The correct procedure when ap-
plying the bilateral factor to disabil-
ities affecting both upper extremities
and both lower extremities is to com-
bine the ratings of the disabilities af-
fecting the 4 extremities in the order of
their individual severity and apply the
bilateral factor by adding, not com-
bining, 10 percent of the combined
value thus attained.

(c) The bilateral factor is not appli-
cable unless there is partial disability
of compensable degree in each of 2
paired extremities, or paired skeletal
muscles.
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